REMARKS 

Claims 17-19, 24-25, and 27 are amended to rewrite them from a dependent format to an 
independent format. Claims 14-16, 21-23, and 28-31 have been cancelled. With this response, 
claims 17-20 and 24-27 are now pending. 

The application previously contained three independent claims. With this amendment, 
the application now contains six independent claims. Applicant therefore believes that a small 
entity fee of $129 is appropriate for the net addition of three independent claims. Applicant 
authorizes the Commissioner to deduct any fees relating to this document required under 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 from Howrey Simon Amold & White, LLP Deposit Account No. 01- 
2508/1 1 149.0029.DVUS02/BNT. 

L Status of claims 28-31 

Applicant notes that pending claims 28-31 were not addressed in the latest Office Action. 
A telephone call from the Examiner on June 30, 2004 indicated that the claims should have been 
rejected, but the rejection was inadvertently omitted from the Office Action. Claims 28-31 have 
been cancelled in order to expedite allowance of the objected claims. 

IL Claim objections 

Claims 17-20 and 24-27 were objected to as allegedly being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Applicant notes that pending claim 20 
was not included on the Office Action Summary page, but was described at page 3 of the Office 
Action as being allowable if rewritten. 
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Claims 17-19, 24-25, and 27 have been rewritten in independent form. Due to the 
rewriting of these claims, it is not necessary to rewrite dependent claims 20 and 26. Applicant 
asserts that claims 17-20 and 24-27 are now in an allowable form. 

IIL Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 14-16 and 21-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by Roman et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,9 1 3,707). 

Claims 14-16 and 21-23 have been cancelled in order to expedite allowance of the 
objected claims. Applicant may pursue the scope of claims 14-16 and 21-23 in a related patent 
application. 

4b « « % ]|e He « 

In light of the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
outstanding objections and rejections are respectfully requested. All amendments are made in a 
good faith effort to advance the prosecution on the merits. Applicant respectfully submits that no 
amendments have been made to the pending claims for the purpose of overcoming any prior art 
rejections that would restrict the literal scope of the claims or equivalents thereof. Applicant 
reserves the right to subsequently take up prosecution of the claims originally filed in this 
application in continuation, continuation-in-part, and/or divisional applications. 

The Examiner is encouraged to call the undersigned should any further action be required 
for allowance. 
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Respectfully submitted. 



Howrey Simon Arnold & White, LLP 
750 Bering Drive 
Houston, TX 77057-2198 
(713) 787-1569 




Christopher J. Bimtel, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 44,573 
Customer No. 23369 
ATTORNEY FOR ASSIGNEE, 
HEART & COMPANY 



July 2, 2004 
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